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modeled, however, what he preached,
and countless students and colleagues remember his generosity of spirit, genuine
care for his students and his unassuming way of making Christian education
irresistible.”
President Luxton was recognized for her
commitment to excellence as an educator
and as president of three different Adventist
colleges/universities: Newbold College,
Burman University and Andrews University.

E Ana Araujo Dias, sophomore, volunteered many

E Lillian and Grace Dockerty, freshmen and sophomore, spent two weeks of “spring break,” seven hours a

hours as she helped her friend’s mom make masks.

day, making masks. The family operates assisted living facilities and were suddenly in desperate need of face

These masks were for individuals who either didn’t

masks. The sisters, along with two other family members, made most of the 6,410 masks within two weeks.

have money to purchase them or couldn’t find masks

Students spread hope
during pandemic
In the weeks since the stay-at-home
order began, interesting stories began to
circulate of Andrews Academy students
and faculty reaching out to individuals to
help during the COVID-19 crises.
These stories inspired other Biology
class students to create their own service
projects as part of the class’s service component. During the lockdown, numerous
students looked out for their elderly
neighbors or extended family by helping
get groceries for them, as well as helping
them with outdoor yard work or outdoor
repairs. Students are not able to travel to
visit elderly but many scheduled time to
talk on the phone with elderly relatives
and friends. Many of these individuals are
lonely and possibly anxious as they are
in isolation for many weeks, and these
phone calls provided reassurance and
companionship.
Michaela Bokon, sophomore, used
her artistic skills to create hand-painted
watercolor thank-you cards which she
sent to different healthcare facilities in her
local community. Laura Palacios, junior,
designed spring cards and baked cookies,
providing a “tasty” way to encourage and
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E Andrea Luxton, president, is presented with her

cheer up families. Many other students
share with those in need.
While students were working through
the disappointments of a disrupted seest disappointment. To help the seniors
celebrate, Andrews Academy faculty and
staff, some with their children who were
also seniors, drove throughout Berrien
Springs, Berrien County and northern

E Andrews Academy freshmen, Alex Butnaru, came up

Indiana delivering graduation gowns and

with a creative way of delivering daffodils during this

graduation gifts. Seniors and their families

time of social distancing and lockdown to his mentor

were greeted with car horns honking and
faculty cheering as they delivered these
gifts, following proper social distancing

couple. He was not able to continue working for the
couple but really made their Easter morning extra
special as the daffodils flew into their hands. (Video
available here: https://bit.ly/2X6u8NT)

Leaders report
pandemic’s impact on
church organizations
The coronavirus pandemic has rocked

major. He is a J.N. Andrews Scholar, the

the economy, put hundreds of thousands of

cial vice president for the Association of

were catalogued during the May Lake Union

Loma Linda, Calif. At this event, presi-

Indonesian Students, and the leader of a

executive committee session which took

dent Andrea Luxton received a Weniger

mountain biking club that he started. He

place via Zoom.

Medallion, as did Reinder Bruinsma,

also has completed extensive research

Richard H. Hart and A. Ganoune Diop.

with both Shandelle Henson, professor of
mathematics and professor of ecology,

The Weniger Society was established

While bracing for double digit loss of
tithe, Lake Union treasurer, Glynn Scott,
reported that in March, with two weeks of
face-to-face church services and two weeks

in 1974 in honor of Charles Weniger,

and Desmond Murray, associate professor

who had served as dean of the Seventh-

of chemistry. P

of stay-in-place (with churches livestream-

Hannah Gallant, University Communication student
writer

down just 4.6 percent, as compared to

Clinton Emmerson and John Osborn, the

these times of great stress and uncertainty

society aims to honor Weniger’s memory

that it is better to not focus on oneself but

and the qualities of excellence paramount

to reach out and help others in need. And,

in his life by recognizing the contributions

in times like these, we need to remember

made to the world by people with similar

to trust in God completely. John 16:33 tells

significant traits of character. As of this

us, I have told you these things, so that in me

year, 182 individuals have received the
Weniger Medallion.
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downturn in the neighborhood of 20 percent.

at the Loma Linda University Church in

our communities, we are reminded during

graduation gowns and graduation gifts.

ings measures, as projections were indicating a tithe

educational institutions. The ripple effects

three of Weniger’s friends — Jerry Pettis,

Berrien County and northern Indiana delivering

tioned that directors were told to look for cost-sav-

eigen* (the math-physics club), the finan-

In sharing God’s love in practical ways in

Steven Atkins, Biology & Earth Science teacher, Andrews
Academy

for personnel working in open spaces. He also men-

their 45th Annual Awards Presentation

and a gifted public speaker. Created by

also seniors, drove throughout Berrien Springs,

tem, installing touchless faucets and ‘sneeze guards’

and made an impact on our conference and

with, “Missed you,” or “We love you.”

faculty and staff, some with their children who were

safe environment, such as upgrading the HVAC sys-

people across the Lake Union out of work

Washington, D.C., an English professor

E To help the seniors celebrate, Andrews Academy

has gone to ensure that its staff would return to a

the current mathematics president for

each other, seniors waved and yelled out

the world. P

junior mathematics and physics studies

spoke of the lengths the Lake Union administration

2019–2020 vice president of Pi Mu Epsilon,

day Adventist Theological Seminary in

have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome

recipient from Andrews University, is a

the virtual executive committee meeting in May, and

Weniger Society for Excellence held

standards. After two months of not seeing

you may have peace. In this world you will

and it was an honor to be listed as a

Yosia Nurhan, the Scholarship Fund

On Feb. 15, 2020, the Charles Elliott

mester, the seniors have had the great-

those who had received the honor before,

says Luxton.

Andrews president
receives Weniger
Medallion

made cards and various care packages to

I have a lot of admiration for many of

recipient along with those individuals,”

Weniger Medallion.

“Dr. Weniger himself was a consummate educator, with strong commitment to the importance of Seventh-day
Adventist education,” says Luxton. “He
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G Yosia Nurhan, Weniger Fellows Student Scholarship
Fund recipient from Andrews University

ing), the Lake Union year-to-date tithe was
NAD’s YTD of 4.9 percent.
Scott said that the Union has taken
steps to reduce the 2020 budget expenses
through means such as: hiring freeze, travel
moratorium, 12 percent reimbursement reduction in mileage, no staff pay increase for
2020, freezing all non-essential expenses,
and lowering the building temperature.
One institution reporting serious
challenges to its budget was Andrews

Courtesy Andrews University

anywhere.

Enno Mueller

“It was a great surprise and honor.

F Lake Union president Maurice Valentine chaired

University. President Andrea Luxton
remarked on the rapid events leading up
the decision to quickly close the campus
and move to a completely online environment. In the six weeks between closing and
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Lake Union statement
on police brutality and
racial turmoil
The officers of the Lake Union are
heartbroken over the recent tragic death
F Jim Micheff, Michigan Conference president

F Cliff Jones, Lake Region Conference president

F Glynn Scott, Lake Union treasurer

graduation, the University had a loss of

and anticipation as Indiana prepared to

of various online worship and educational

about $2 million in revenue; that number

host large evangelistic campaigns ahead

programs.

is expected to double before the fall. As

of the General Conference Session pre-

a result, more than 160 employees were

viously slated to happen in Indianapolis

ticked off a list of several enterprising

furloughed until August 1.

this summer. “God had opened up many,

endeavors bearing fruit from Sabbath

“We were able to get some money that

many doors,” he explained. “It was just in-

School, Youth and Public Campus Ministry

goes to universities and colleges, and half

credible, the relationship that we had with

departments. For instance, the Sabbath

of that goes to students,” she acknowl-

It Is Written, NADEI, the Lake Union, the

School and Personal Ministries depart-

edged. “We’ve had $600,000 from the

NAD, Pathway to Health. God provided the

ments were providing very popular

government to go to students, mainly for

Lucas Oil Stadium free of charge for the

programming.

food and rent, and boy, they need it. Some

event, and we had this partnership where

of them have nothing and the unfortu-

It Is Written had invested a lot in Indiana

Wisconsin president Mike Edge said they

nate thing was that in the final roll out,

and 70 percent of our churches were go-

discovered silver linings as it related to

International students were cut out, and

ing to be involved in doing meetings.”

communication and technology. Aguilera

they are the ones that are struggling most.
They can’t get home. They can’t work.
Their whole income sources have just

Only for the pandemic to hit right before
the launch of these events.
“I still remember that moment on

Meanwhile, in Michigan, Jim Micheff

Illinois president Ron Aguilera and

said they have discovered new opportunities for “learning how to best steward our
technology, not only today but moving

been cut and they are stuck.” Fortunately,

Sabbath when everything kind of slowed

to the future.” Edge was grateful for the

through fundraising efforts, they secured

down and a sense of sadness and disap-

opportunity to “listen to three or four of

contributions of $200,000 from supporters

pointment developed. Then the question:

our pastors in our conference preach and

of the university.

‘God, where do we go from here? What

to see pastors realize the value of media

would You have us to do?’”

as a powerful tool.”

In addition to the tithe drops, several
conference presidents discussed the

Within a week, the It Is Written meetings

Mercado, in his Multicultural report,

challenges of working remotely, as well as

were transformed into a virtual national

announced that Hispanic and refugee

carrying out normal church functions such

event. Before the series went live, 67,000

pastors are adapting their ministries to

as weddings, baptisms and funerals. Lake

Hoosiers had registered. “It’s been exciting

the churches and communities by creating

Region experienced a disproportionate

to see how God has turned this around. I

new social media broadcasts which are

impact of the coronavirus on the African

think of the text in Genesis 50, verse 20,”

attracting many people who had not been

American community, with Detroit as one

said Van Schaik. “Satan intended to bring

previously attending church.

of the epicenters of the devastation.

evil but God meant it for good, to accom-

In other non-pandemic related matters,

plish His greater purpose of saving many

executive secretary Steven Poenitz report-

Mercado said that as a result of this

souls for the Kingdom. I believe we’re not

ed the Lake Union took a dip in member-

emerging issue of racial health disparities,

going to do evangelism in the same way

ship with transfers out to other unions

pastors in the Lake Region and Michigan

after this. I think we’re going to be looking

and limited baptisms and professions of

conference pastors ministering in the

at how to use technology in a whole new

faith coming in. Membership at the end

Detroit area are interested in addressing

way.”

of March stood at 88,860, a .04 percent

Lake Union vice president Carmelo

this disturbing societal challenge.
Despite these difficulties laid bare by the

Lake Region president Cliff Jones reported they received good news that the

pandemic, the leaders reported reasons to

sale of their old conference building was

celebrate. Indiana president Vic Van Schaik

nearing completion and that ministry was

captured the earlier mood of excitement

continuing to go forward with the airing
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decrease from previous numbers. P
Debbie Michel is assistant director of Communication at
the Lake Union Conference.
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of George Floyd, one of many unarmed
African Americans who have died during
an encounter with local law enforcement
officers. This latest tragedy sparked
a wave of protests across our nation,
protests mostly made up of people expressing their pain and anger of seeing
more people of color needlessly die at the
hands of those whose role it is to serve
and protect the people in their communities. Amadou Diallo, Eric Garner, Michael
Brown, Tamir Rice, Freddie Gray, Philando
Castile, Alton Sterling, Atatiana Jefferson,
Ahmaud Arbery and now George Floyd
are all names now sadly familiar to many
African Americans who have experienced
additional trauma due to the increased

James 2:8‒9 are verses that also clearly

community, so that, in the midst of their

identify our duty to our fellow man: Learn

angst and pain, they can sense the heal-

to do right; seek justice. Defend the op-

ing touch of God. We also should pray for

pressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless;

the men and women in uniform who are

plead the case of the widow. If you really ful-

sworn to protect the communities they

fill the royal law according to the Scripture.

serve so their work may testify to God’s

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself,”

command to love our fellow man.

you do well; but if you show partiality, you

In this moment in time, the following

commit sin, and are convicted by the law as

words by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. are

transgressors.

most appropriate to keep in mind: “Love

As our nation grapples with this painful

is the only force capable of transforming

issue, we appeal to all Adventists and all

an enemy into a friend.” It is our con-

Americans alike to recognize that violence

viction that Jesus is making His appeal

of any sort is an unacceptable route for

to Seventh-day Adventists to share the

the Christian, be it the original act or

everlasting gospel by truly living out what

those that follow in their wake. Scripture

the world needs to see — I give you a new

reminds us that the real struggle is not

command: Love one another. Just as I have

against flesh and blood, but against the

loved you, you must love one another. By

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly

can we live this life of justice, mercy, and

this all men will know that you are my disci-

realms. So we must stand firm with the

Christlike humility in the current context

ples, if you have love for one another (John

full armor of God, which includes wearing

13:34‒35). P

of pain and injustice? In this time of racial

the belt of truth, our feet shod with the

tension, we would like to make the follow-

gospel of peace, keeping as our main

ing suggestions to help us live out these

weapon the Word of God, and especial-

principles:

ly praying in the Spirit at all times (see

exposure of Black death.
As God’s people, we are challenged to
live the life expressed in Micah 6:8 — He
hath showed thee, O man, what is good;
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but
to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with our God. The question is how

1. Mercy and humility are fruits of the

Ephesians 6:12‒18).

Spirit that every Christian must live out.

We encourage all of our members to

So when you hear a person of color ex-

stand for truth and justice by peaceful-

press their pain, there can be no greater

ly taking clear stands against racism,

way to express these fruits than by saying

and being actively engaged in a healthy

to him or her these simple words: “I

dialogue on race relations and cultural di-

believe you.”

versity. We call for all people to take time

2. Doing justly is also a fruit of the

to be in earnest prayer for God’s guidance

Spirit, so we invite everyone to do what

and peace for our country through this

you can within your sphere of influence

difficult experience. Our prayers should

to not tolerate racism or bigotry and to

include praying for all our minority com-

stand for biblical justice. Isaiah 1:17 and

munities, especially the African American
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Lake Union officers: Maurice Valentine, president; Steven
Poenitz, executive secretary; Glynn Scott, treasurer;
Carmelo Mercado, vice president of Multicultural
Ministries.
The following statements are available online at
lakeunionherald.org:
• A pastoral letter and appeal from the Seventh-day
Adventist Church
• NAD Issues Response to Recent Deaths and Racial
• Turmoil in the United States
• Illinois Conference - Response to Current Racial
Tensions
• Indiana Conference - Response Letter
• Lake Region Conference - The Milestone and the
Moment
• Michigan Conference - A Call to Love One Another
• Wisconsin Conference - It Only Takes A Spark
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